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… modern man inherits all the innate pugnacity  
and all the love of glory of his ancestors. Showing 
war's irrationality and horror is of no effect on him.  
The horrors make the fascination. War is the strong 
life; it is life in extremis; war taxes are the only  
ones men never hesitate to pay, as the budgets of  
all nations show us.  [Military service is seen as] … a 
meritorious characteristic, needed by "the service," and 
redeemed by that from the suspicion of inferiority. All the 
qualities of a man acquire dignity when he knows that 
the service of the collectivity that owns him needs him. 
If proud of the collectivity, his own pride rises in 
proportion. No collectivity is like an army for nourishing 
such pride 

William James (1842-1910) 

The Moral Equivalent of War (1906)* 

* For an elaboration of the peace psychology implications and personal 
context of James’ address, see Deutsch (1995). 



[War will never be replaced] …. So long as 
antimilitarists propose no substitute for 
war's disciplinary function, no moral 
equivalent of war ….   [What is needed 
is] ... obligatory service to the state. We 
should be owned, as soldiers are by the 
army, and our pride would rise accordingly. 
We could be poor, then, without 
humiliation, as army officers now are. The 
only thing needed henceforward is to 
inflame the civic temper as history has 
inflamed the military temper. 
 
 
                       James (1906) 



William James 
 
            “Moral Equivalent of War” 



Mental Testing of Army Recruits  
during W.W. I 





International Relations (IR) 
Post WWI 

n  Discipline: Social Science 
n  Unit of Analysis: State & Interstate 

Relations 
n  Time Frame: 1648 to date 
n  Values: Epistemic and Neutral 
n  Goals: Descriptive & Explanatory 
n  Subject: Negative Peace 

(Stephenson, 1989 ) 



Recruiting for Military Service:  
Message Framing Matters!   

Allport & Lepkin (1943)*  
 

*For a review of social psychologists’  
Contributions to WWII, see Johnson & 
Nichols (1998). 



Demoralizing the Enemy  
(Morale Division, 1947)* 

*For a review of social psychologists’  
contributions to WWII, see Johnson & 
Nichols (1998). 



"The unleashed power of the 
atom has changed everything 
save our modes of thinking, 
and thus we drift toward 
unparalleled catastrophe."  
 
 
                     - Einstein (1946) 


